
Tamworth Literary Festival 2020:  

Our programme celebrates both the spoken and the written word with 

authors and artists from near and far. Check our social media for more information.  

Monday 2nd March: Open Mic: Storytelling, at #18 Coffee House, Lichfield Street, 7pm for a 

7:30pm start. Hosted by poet, writer and film maker Mal Dewhirst. Readers should book 

their spots beforehand as time is limited. FREE (bucket collection).  

Tuesday 3rd March: Richard III Evening, the Tudor Room, Castle Hotel, 7pm for a 7:30pm 

start. Take part in the trial of Richard III, be part of the jury or play the role of the Duke of 

Buckingham, Margaret Beaufort, the King, or the Judge (costumes provided). Contact us if 

you’d like to play a role. Tickets, £6.00 per person, available via Eventbrite. 

Wednesday 4th March: Open Mic: Poetry, at #18 Coffee House, Lichfield Street, 7pm for a 

7:30pm start. Hosted by poet, writer and film maker Mal Dewhirst. Readers should book 

their spots beforehand. FREE (bucket collection).  

Thursday 5th March: - Crime writing Workshop with author C.S. Barnes, at Tamworth 

Central Library, 2pm - 3.30pm. Tickets, £6.00 per person, available from Tamworth Library 

or via Eventbrite. 

Thursday 5th March: Crime Night - Author Panel in Tamworth Central Library, 6.30pm for a 

7pm start. The panel, chaired by retired policeman Garry Hyde, comprises Noelle Holten, C. 

S. Barnes, Nigel C. Williams and Sean Coleman. Amongst other topics the panel will discuss 

the enduring popularity of the genre and what publishers are looking for. Tickets, priced at 

£6.00 per person, available from Tamworth Library or via Eventbrite. 

Friday 6th March: Creating Fantasy Worlds Author Panel, the Tudor Room, Castle Hotel, 

7pm for a 7:30pm start. A discussion on how authors create their diverse worlds, be they 

Sci-Fi, Fantasy, Paranormal, Dystopian Futures or Steampunk. The panel comprises Pat 

Spence, Angeline Trevena, David Wake and Jon Hartless and will be chaired by fellow 

author Andrew Sparke. Tickets, £6.00 per person, available on Eventbrite. 

On Friday 6th March, a number of authors will be visiting local Secondary schools as part 

of our outreach programme to encourage a love of reading and writing. 

Saturday 7th March: How to Get Published Workshop with author Sharon Bradshaw in 

Tamworth Central Library 10am to 12pm. Learn about publishing your novel, poem, story or 

memoir. (Places are limited). Tickets, £6.00 per person, available from Tamworth Library or 

on Eventbrite. 

Saturday 7th March: Short Stories Workshop with author Wanda Pierpoint in Tamworth 

Central Library 1pm to 2pm. Learn how to condense your ideas into a well-crafted short 

story. FREE, but you will need to book at Tamworth Library or on Eventbrite beforehand. 
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Writing Competition 2019/20 
 

Entries are now open for 2019/20. We are seeking stories and poems on any theme. Best 

entries could appear in the anthology to follow. 

Three categories:  

Ages 16+ (above school age and beyond) – 1,500 words limit – £4 entry;  

Secondary School (years 7 – 11) – 1,000 words limit - FREE entry;  

Primary school (up to and including year 6) – 500 words limit - FREE entry. 

Prizes * 16+ -1st prize £100, 2nd – £65, 3rd - £35; Secondary School category – 1st – £75 gift 

token, 2nd - £50 gift token, 3rd - £25 gift token; Primary School category – 1st - £50 gift token, 

2nd - £35 gift token, 3rd - £20 gift token. *Proof of age required prior to award of prizes.  

Submission Guidelines  

Closing date: 31st March 2020. 

Announcement of winners: 30th June 2020. 

Submissions will be taken as permission to publish the names of winners/participants 

against their entries unless clearly stated. 

 Entries to be typed in black ink, double spaced, on one side of A4 only, in size 12 font. 
 

 Please use a Word document (or comparable) & ensure your contact details and 

word count appear on a covering letter, NOT on your entry to give anonymity at the 

judging stage. 

 

 Entries can be submitted online to tamlitfest@gmail.com (marked as ‘Writing 

Competition’ entry) or by post or by hand to: 31 Juniper, Amington, Tamworth, 

Staffordshire, B77 4ND, United Kingdom. 

Payment: By cheque made payable to Tamworth Literary Festival or by B.A.C.S (using your 

name as payment reference) to: Tamworth Literary Festival, Barclays Bank, account no: 

33368440, sort code: 20-84-13 

Contact Us: Telephone 07562 653565/07913 686295 or Email tamlitfest@gmail.com 
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